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PRELIMINARY INTERROGATION REPORT

Introduction

Oblt. CHLUBEK end It. RASCH, both of TII/In.Rgbe ‘555
were interviewed at the Royal Patriotic School, VANDSVORTH
on 7.9+45. As the time available was limited, the
interrogation was concentrated on obtaining a general
picture of the extent of thelr Jnowledge, rather than
detailed facts on particular aspects of their work.

5/L VATERS, RAF Station CHEADLE, was present at the
interrogation.

T. OBFRIEUTNANT CHLUBEK

Personal History

CHLUBEK was born in 1912 at LEIPZIG; his education
was normal, end on leaving BRESLAU University in 1935, he
did his militery service in Heeresrxachrishtena"bteilung 48,
stationed at BRESIAU. After the end of his military service, he
was engaged in civil employment for aboub a years In 1937,
however, he voluntarily rejoined the forces, and was
employed at Fixed Intercept Station 24, agein ab BRESLAU.

'He remained there until the opening of the Russien ceampaign,

when the station was transferred to REICHSHOF. Shortly
afterwards he becsme a member of ITI/In Rgt 4. the ¥ Service
Abt. of the Lfle 4 Signals Rgt. He remained in this unit
until the end of the war, its location moving with the land
fighting. From September 1942 until May 1944 he was Y
Iinison Officer with Luftflotte 4. After this, he returned
to the Abteilung, taking the post of Ia. In this post, he
was in charge of the Auswertung, and was responsible for

the production of the intelligence reports issued by the
Abt. , and for orgenisation in generals. In 1944, the Y service
Abts. of the three Tuftflotte Signals Rgts. on the Wastern
front were combined to form one regiment, In.Rgt. 353 . Under
this arrangement, III/In. Rgt. 4 became IIT/In. Rgt. 353s

Work of IIL/In. Rgt. 553.

R/T interception was done by forward units of the Abt.
usually located at German fighter airfields. The results of
R/T interception were passed to the Abt. by wireless.

/T interception was undertaken at the Abt. headquarterss
Tn the intercept room was a D/F control section, which passed
instructiocns to outstations. D/F results were received at
the Peilauswertung. From the intercept room, messages were
first. passed to the Betriebsauswertung (T.4i. Section), whose
task it was to identify intercepted traffic, and to write in
callsign identities on the message forms. The messages were
then passed to the cryptographioc section, which in general was
able to decode two-, three- and four-figure traffic. The final
stage was the Endauswertung, which was responsible for
extracting intelligence from the material and issuing reports
Long range bamber traffic was dealt with by a specialist §

ction of which Lt. RAS 74
ﬁ‘;ﬂd. s CH, the other P/W interrogated, was the
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Three types of report were produced by‘the Abt. =
Tmaediate Reports, Dally Reports, and Fortnightly Reportss

Immediate Reports.

Irmediate reports were issued whenever information
was Teceived on which direct action might be t aken by
German forces. They may be oonsidered under three main
subject headings:-

(1) Information on the activity of long range
bombers. This point is dedlt with more
fully under RASCH, but included warnings that
bombers had taken off snd D/F fixes on the
aircraft in flight.

atil) Information about railway activity, such
as the arrival of trains with important .
freight at particular railway sbationss

(iii) Requests for sir support from liaison officers
with the armys

The most important reoipient of these reports was the
Luftflotte; there were two direct landlines between the
Abt. and the Inftflotte, which were maintained throughout the
many changes in location necessitated by the fluctuations
in the land fighting, and it was never necessary to fall
back on the stand-by wireless channels. T mediate reports
were also passed to the Regimantal headquarters, which was
in olose touch with OKL, to the Zentralauswertung fuer
Flugwegverfolgung, end to the local Jafue.

Daily Reports

The daily reports were divided into five sections: -

(£) New information of importance, such as
additions to order of battle, new airfields,
activity of supply dumps and railway stations. :

This part of the report was teleprinted in
advances

(41) The Adr /rmies. TEach Air Army in the sector
covered by the Abt. was considered in turn, and
all fresh information about it was ineluded
under the headings

(a) flying units,

(p) ground organisation.

Such details as strength returns, operations,
transfers etec. were reported. The Abt.

covered, from South to North, the 17th, 5th, and
8th Air Armies, and was occasionally able to
give information about the 2nd Air Amy, which

properly lay in the area covered by IT Rgt. '
353 to the North. E e e

(1ii) The Long Renge Bomber Force (ADD).

(iv) Black Sea Coastal Units.

(v) PO Units (Home defence formations).
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Fortnightly Reports

These were arranged in exactly the seme way as the
daily reports, but were designed to give a longer term
picture of developments in the SiF. The distribution of 3
these reports was very wide, and included: OKL (Gen.Nafue ),
OKL (Chi-Stelle, Ref D), In. Rgts 353, neighbouring ¥
Service Abts., Amy Y Service Abts., Ifl. 4 Ic, Ifl. 4 ¥
Lisison Officer, Lfl. 4 Bildstelle, and local Fliegerkorps,
Fliegerdivs, Flakkorps and Amy Groupss

Traffio

While CHLUBEK had a good knowledge of the general
principles of traffic identification, he was not a
specialist in this subject. He could give no definite
information on callsign and frequency sycstems. After a
frequency change, net-works were invarisble picked up again
by the intercept operators who recognised the ones for
whioh they were responsible by individual pecularities in
procedure. In the Betricbsauswertung identifications were
made on the basis of the callsigns and frequencies used,
Frequencies and callsigns changed at intervals depending
on the unit concerned; callsign repeats occurred periodicallys
liessage preambles were of the greatest assistance in
identifying traffic; serial numbers to messages continued in
an unbroken chain over frequency and callsign changes.
Continuity was also maintained through pro-forma returns
sent in plein language. Ilany types of these were intercepted,
according to the nature of the originating unit; with flying
units aircraft and crew strengths would be reported, while
supply units would send details of stocks of materials of
various kinds held. Comparison of successive returns
enabled networks to be identified. Further material for
identification was obtained from the addresses and
signatures of these texts. Originally they consisted of
officers' names sent in clear, but these were later
replaced by three-figure groups, which remeined constant.

In air to ground traffic, callsigns were again a
valuable source of continuity. Unit callsigns repeated
periodically, and individual pilots appended temminal
figures which remained constant indefinitely.

Intelligence

CHEUBEE stated that the pro-forma returns mentioned
above werce the most valuable source of #nt21ligence at their
disposal. Some were intercepted daily, scme periodically on
a%l ké:ds oi network. They provided information on )
strengths, basings, supply ete. Yarnings of ino i i
to front line Flak units gften gave nan§ hoursﬂ§§2:12§ ggeratlona
attacks. ‘merican "shuttle" raids were reported in this
way.

Impressions of CHIUBEK

CHLUBEK a?peared to be an extremely competent
intelligence officer, with a good grasp of his work.
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His manner was confident and he was fully co-operative, though
he stated that he fully realised the seoret nature of t?g
information he was giving, and that he was only giving

because he had received orders to that effect from his

German superiors. He has been set homework on:-—

i) His work in general.

%ii) The relative value of T:A. and decoded
texts for intelligence. : :

iii) The Russian Safety Service Organls?tlon.

iv) The numbering of Russian flying unitss

He was a little unwilling to embark on large-scale
homework, as he states that he has already written a :
forty page essay on his work, which he gave to "the Americans
at KISSINGEN in June.

IT. TFUTNANT RASCH

Personal History

RASCH entered the German ¥ Service in 1957 as a
civilien wireless operator, and became an Auswerter in the
following year. Until 1940 he was employed in the Vest,
and was engaged on RAF traffic, including "Inter-Cormand
Nets". (This came out only at the end of the interrogation,
and it was therefore not possible to examine RASCH in
detail on tiis subject). He entered the GAF later in 1940, and
joined 9/In Rgt 4, (later III/ In.Rgt.353). He specialised
in Russian Long Range Bomber traffic, and became head of the
section of the Auswertung of IIIL/353 dealing with this
subjeat.

The Russian Long Range Bomber Force,

The Russian IRB force (ADD) was independent of the Air
Armies. It consisted of nine Korps, directly controlled by
a staff at MOSCOW, At the beginning of 1945, however, the

' force was re-organised under a new Air Army, the 18th, and
the number of Korps reduced to four by amalgemating the old
nines This led to certain alterations in wireless procedure
which had not finally been cleared up at the end of the wars
The wireless o;ganisation described below refers to the
period before thig change, except where the contrary is
specifically stated.

Ground Networks.

W/T communication was maintained between +

; ' wveen the staff
MOSCOW and the nine Korps on frequencies in the 5000- 10830
kcs band for day, and 3000-5000 kos, hend for night. Duplex
worgi;g was employed, and the operating standard was high
Each Korps had four day and four night frequenci 2
s g guencies at its
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Three-symbol callsigns were used which changed dailys
Traffic consisted of four and five-figure, five-letter a1:1d
proforma returns. The five-figure and five-letter traffic
was not reads The traffic was easily recognisable by i_.ts
address and signature procedures RBach message was prefixed
by ADR and two three-figure groups, and ended with SIG

and two three-figure groups. Of the three-figure groups,
the first indicated a department, such as aduin. office,
met, station eto., while the second indicated the actual
unit. The groups in the second place changed every few days,
but repeated periodically. The traffic intercepted
included the following types of message:=

(1) Fran MOSCOW, operational orders to the Korps.
(1) PFrom MOSCOW, details of navigational aids to
be operating during the next twenty-four hours.
If this message had not been intercepted by
midday, it could be concluded that there
would be no operations during the ensuing nighte
(ITI/In.Rgt. 353 intercepted Ruszian radio
beacon transmissions but made no tactical use
of the interceptions for raid forecasting).
(iii) From MOSCOW, operational orders for the fir
. Armies operating in the neighbourhood of any
of the bomber Korps, for informations

(iv) From the Korps, reports of operations. (Time
of taeke-off and landing, number of aircraft
employed etas )

(v) From the Korps, strengbth returns every five
dayse

(vi) Met. reports.

The Korps meintained wireless communication with
their subordinate divisions when considerations of distance
demanded this. Messages were invariably sent in four-{igure
cypher, and were similar in nature to those on the Korps-
MOSCOW links. Because cof the smaller distances involved,
the frequencies used were much lowers

Air $oGround Comnunitation.

Treffic was nomally W/T, though R/T was sonetimes
used for take-off traffic. Alrcraft tended to use frequencies
between 3000 and 3800 kcs, except for the 4th Korps, which
had Amneriean equipment (B 255), and used frequencies at
intervals of 50 kos up to 5500 kes., Fach Korps had its own
hablits in changing callsigns, frequencies and codess
Groundstations used two- or three- letter callsigns, and
flying units one- or two-letter. Each pilot added a
recognition number to the root callsign of the flying
unit to make up the aircraft callsign. Vhere the nmumbers
were issued by the Regiment, they ranged from 1-3%2,

v.fhigg they were issued by the Division, they ranged from
1— .

The first traffic to be intercepted in connection
with en operation was the tuning fram the ground-station.
This consisted of a single repeated letter, peculiar to
individual Regiments. The letter allotted to a Regiment

chenged at the same times as the callsigns chan
gbout once a week, according to wnit), 7 Zed (usually
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Each aircraft reported to the ground-station as it becane
sirborne. On the way to and from the target alrgraft
requested and received D/F fixea, and sent D/F slgnals
for this purpose. The results were passed back FO the
siroraft in grid, fixes on the outward flight being
prefixed by the letter V', and on the return flight by fAe

Two- or three-figure codes were used, each Korps
using one tvpe or the other. Two-figure codes c?n51sted
of a hundred fixed groups of vocabulary written into a
square ten by ten. Along the left hand edge and‘along
the bottom the mumbers from O o 9 were written in two
different hatted orders, the code group being produced by
reading off the "co-ordinates" of the required meaning.
The threc-figure codes ' consisted of about 200 neanings, to
which were allotted conseccutive three-figure groups. Both
two- and three-figure traffic was decoded without the
slightest difficulty.

Re-organisation of the Russian LRB Force.

Farly in 1945 a new Adr Army, the 18th, was formed
to oontrol the IRB Korps. Of the former nine Korps only
four, and possibly a fifth remained. The four corps identified
under the new organisation were:-

ist Guards IRB Korps.
ond Guards IRB Korps.
4th IRB Xorps.
7th IRB Korps,

4th Korps used two figure code, and 7th Korps used three-
figure. 2nd Korps, which had been eamalgamated with the old
3rd Korps (which had used three—figure) now used both two and
three-figure code. Similar inconsistencies in wireless
habits appeared where two Korps with different procedures

had been joined. RASCH remembers that the 14th (Guards),
15&h (Guards) 35th and 45th Divisions were subordinated to
the 4th IRB Korpse

Tmpression of RASCH

RASCH, though fully co-operative, seemed rather nervous
and restrained in his manner; it was necessary to draw him out.
Unlike CHLUBEK, he is well acquainted with the practical side
of hendling and identifying traffic. His knowledge of the
Russian LRB force is extensive. He has undertaken to write
homework on the following subjects:-

ii) SAF grid systems

iii) Two- and three-figure codes

iv) Message preambles

v) The organisation of the Russian IRB force

vi) Pro-forma messages (in conjunction with CHLUBEKX),

éi) Recognition of Russian IRB 4raffic

W.R. Cox. 8/9/45.




